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We are committed to contributing the 

medical profession’s point of view to EU 

institutions and European policy-making 

through pro-active cooperation on a 

wide range of health and healthcare 

related issues.

1.7 million European Doctors from 37 countries 

We represent national medical associations across Europe, covering roughly:

We promote the highest level of 

medical training and practice but 

also the provision of evidence-

based, ethical and equitable 

healthcare services. 
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Policy clusters            Priorities include

Key priorities

Pharmaceuticals & Healthcare Products

Digital Health

Professional Practice & Health Systems

Public Health & Disease Prevention

Principles, Patients & Ethics

Shortages, Antibiotics, Legislation

AI, Health Data Space, Skills, eHealth

Workforce, Inequalities, Qualifications

Vaccination, Labelling, Environment 

European Health Union, Ukraine



Policies developed in close and continuous 
cooperation with CPME members in General 
Assemblies, Working Groups, members’ 
conferences & bilateral dialogue and support 

Direct engagement with policy-makers in 
EU, WHO-Europe, OECD & health 
community coordinated by Brussels office

How to navigate and how to succeed?



Regular tailored information exchange with 
members through weekly updates to 
Working Groups and Rapporteurs, monthly 
bulletins

Public outreach via website, social media 
and magazine, as well as targeted 
messages to policy-makers 

How do we communicate?



Professional Practice

POLICY AGENDA

• Continued presentation of 2021 CPME policy 
on health workforce, emphasising need to i.a.

• To address the Workforce Shortages

• Ensure medical profession remains 
attractive

• Take action on factors reducing doctors’ 
time with patients (e.g. medicine 
shortages, digital reforms)

• Implement workforce planning to tackle 
workforce shortages

• Enable lawful working conditions to 
support recruitment and retention

• Safeguard cross-border mobility & 
ethical recruitment



Professional Practice
POLICY AGENDA

• Series of exchanges on the Health Workforce 
shortages with WHO-Europe, OECD, EMOs, NMAs 
and EU parliamentarians

• Activities around 12 March Awareness Day on 
Violence against Doctors and Other Health 
Professionals

• Next steps: 

• CPME Policy paper on Doctors Well-Being 
(scheduled for adoption in November) 

• CPME Webinar on Quality of Basic Medical 
Education (scheduled for December)



Digital Health

POLICY AGENDA

• Lobbying on European Health Data Space 
(emphasising impact on doctors, medical 
confidentiality, ethical use of data, health 
data exchange incl. with non-EU countries)

• Lobbying on AI (emphasising human 
oversight, use of data, stand-alone high-
risk AI), civil liability for AI (strict liability) 

• Next steps:

• Strategy to enable the physician of the 
future

• Continued action on digital 
competences for doctors.



Healthy Living

POLICY AGENDA

• Promotion of disease prevention with 
consideration of health inequalities across all 
policies

• EU legislation e.g. on tobacco taxation, alcohol & 
food labelling, air quality

• Climate change and health, greening the 
healthcare sector, cooperation with the Lancet 
Countdown

• Co-chairing of the Coalition for Vaccination with 
European associations of healthcare 
professionals

• Next steps: Policy on health effects of cannabis 
(scheduled for adoption in November)



Pharmaceuticals & 
Healthcare Products

POLICY AGENDA

• Lobbying on EU general pharmaceutical 
legislation with emphasis on:

• Tackling medicine shortages and improving 
security of global supply chains

• Fighting antimicrobial resistance with One 
Health approach

• Ensuring equitable access to 
innovative medicines

• Next steps: 

• Action on availability of medical devices

• Action on medicine shortages this winter



Patients, Principles & Ethics

POLICY AGENDA

• Members’ survey on independence of the 
medical profession

• Recent examples of action in Hungary and 
Turkey

• Monitoring of Ukraine Medical Help Fund

• Support to Turkish Medical Association

• Next steps: exploring continuation of One Health 
workshops with European veterinarians, students, 
dentists 



Many thanks for your attention!

For more information, please contact CPME Secretariat: 

+32 2 732 72 02     |     secretariat@cpme.eu      |     www.cpme.eu      |     @ CPME_Europa



Physician assistants history in 
the Netherlands
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